NAEYC Accreditation 101

2011 Annual Conference & Expo
Orlando, FL

Session Goals

 |dentify the importance of structured quality
improvement

* Introduce the four steps of NAEYC
Accreditation

* Highlight resources available to programs
pursuing NAEYC Accreditation




What is Quality?

e Quality is complex

e Quality is dynamic

e Quality must be maintained, sustained and
improved over time




Thinking About Accreditation?

Why is quality important to your program?

What are your short & long term goals?

What do you hope to accomplish?

What are your motivating factors?

NAEYC Accreditation
The Mark of Quality in Early Childhood Education

e What is accreditation?
e Why seek accreditation?

e Why choose NAEYC Accreditation?




Benefits of Accreditation

Improved quality for children

Respect from families

Community recognition

Enhanced team spirit

Local incentives

Characteristics of Accreditation

* National system
e Recognized “gold standard”
e Research based Standards & Criteria

* Rigorous expectations

e Commitment to excellence and continuous
improvement




celebrate!

of Programs for Young Children

Video Clip



NAEYC Accreditation
The Mark of Quality in Early Childhood Education

Vision
“Establish NAEYC Accreditation as a leading
force for enhancing children’s well-being and
early learning by improving quality of early

childhood programs serving children birth
through kindergarten.”

Four Steps of NAEYC Accreditation

. Enrollment in Self'StUdy
| |eecommngs Candidate
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Standards & Criteria

Relationships Curriculum Teaching

Assessment of Child Progress Health

Physical
Teachers Environment

Leadership &
Management
Families

Community Relationships

What to Expect

1. Enrollment/Self-Study
— Open-ended, self-paced, reflective
— Focused on making improvements
2. Application/Self-Assessment
— Formal, task-oriented, deadline driven
— Focused on organizing evidence




What to Expect

3. Candidacy
— Demonstrate preparedness for site visit
— Document key components of quality
4. Meet & Maintain Standards
— Receive site visit conducted by assessor
— Data collected determines success

— Programs that achieve accreditation maintain
over time




Next Steps

e Submit enrollment form to receive Self-
Study Kit

» Register with TORCH to access criteria and
helpful tools

* Get more detailed information at targeted
workshops throughout conference

naeyc

NAEYC Accreditation of
Programs for Young Children

Supports & Resources




. NAEYC Accreditation of Programs for Young Children
Program Support Resources

ilable for NAEYC-A dited
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Accreditation
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 TORCH

THE ONLINE RESOURCE CENTER HEADQUARTERS
TO SUPPORT " .
NAEYC AccREL

Accreditation

Accreditation

www.naeyc.org/tor

Accreditation of Programs for Young Children

e-Update

Academy site _ TORCH _ Help & Resources MNAEYC site

Contents

Listen & Learn webinars Now Available

Criteria Addressing Supenvision - Clarification of
Guidance Updates

Visit the New Right Choice for Kids Web Site Today
Program-Wide Training Plans for Criteria in Standard
6: Teachers

Accreditation Scholarships

NAEYC Seeks your Feedback Regarding Step 2:
Application/Self-Assessment

"



SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

NAEYC are awarded o Prog) for F 1y apply for NAEYC

Young Children primarlly on the basis of and ponding steps of the process, but must submit a
are avallable 10 programs seeking NAEYC ready o new and supporting for each step,

engage In sekf-study, as well as to programs seeking to maintain

ihedr NAEYC Accreditation.

RAEYC Acreditation Scholarships subisidize the fees assodated RVﬂlLﬂBLE Now!

with achieving and NAEYC Incuding By C.org, ny/ ips o
fees for: the schalarship application. For more information contadt:
+ Envoliment in Ses-Study (Step 1) Accreditation Program Support Information Centter at
« Application and Self-Assessment (Step 2} 800-424-2460 option 3, then option 1 or emall
= Candidacy (Step 3 accreditation information @naeyc.ong
= Annual Reparts

"4 [ the NAEYC i furd s provided by
NAEYC along ¥ B H
Accredilation the Kresge Foundation and the WK Kellogg Foundation,

NAEYC’s Annual Conference
Zhgatiopaccer tation & Professional Development
- - Institute

Affiliate & National
Conferences

Full day workshops
Short seminars
Listen & Learn webinars

Participant Manual
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SMATIEMATICS

Highlights for Families

Flayasugs Pvvar

Getting Started

The Quest for Quality in Early Childhood Programs
via the Self-Study Process
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wth qualiy improvement. Teachers

NAEYC in the News
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www.rightchoiceforkids.org
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1-800-424-2460 option 3, option 1
accreditation.information@naeyc.org

o Staff answer phones & e-mail
—9 AM to 5 PM Eastern time
—Monday through Friday

naeyc

naeyc

Questions?
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“I think one of the greatest advances
to child care was the creation of
NAEYC’s accreditation system, which
has helped so much to raise the

quality of programs.”

T. Berry Brazelton
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