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Administrator Credentials Recognized by NAEYC in the 
Alternative Pathways 

to Achieve Educational Qualifications of the Designated Program Administrator 
 

Individuals who currently hold one of the administrator credentials listed below qualify for the maximum 
number of points (35 points) in the relevant training and credentials column within the Alternative Pathways 
to Achieving Educational Qualifications of a Program Administrator.  To be recognized, an administrator 
credential must require the completion of at least nine credit hours or a minimum of 144 clock hours of 
training in areas that address early childhood education as well as program administration, management 
and leadership.   
 
Individuals do not meet the educational requirements of the designated program administrator when only 
holding one of the administrator credentials listed below.  To view the educational requirements of the 
designated program administrator, refer to the Candidacy Requirements at www.naeyc.org/academy or 
criterion 10.A.02 in the TORCH Criteria Search. 

 
Credential Relevant Courses (If Applicable) 

Aim4Excellence Online National Director Credential  

Arkansas Children's Program Administrator Credential 

California Child Development Permit Site Supervisor or Program Director 

Child Care Education Institute Early Childhood Credential 

Colorado Early Childhood Professional Credential  Levels II - VI 

Connecticut Director's Credential 

District of Columbia Director Credential 

Florida Director Credential  Level 1, 2, or Advanced 

Illinois Director Credential 

Kansas/Missouri Early Childhood Director's Credential: 

The Kansas Early Childhood Director Credential 

The Missouri Early Childhood Directors Credential 

Kentucky Director's Credential 

Massachusetts Director I or Director II Credential 

MnAEYC Early Childhood Director's Credential   Both credit-based options 

Minnesota Directors Credential  
Non-credit based Eager-to-Learn 
Online option 

http://www.naeyc.org/files/academy/file/Prog%20Admin%20Req%2010_A_02%20Opt%20C.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/torchinfo
http://aim4excellence.nl.edu/
http://www.childdevelopment.org/cs/cdtc/print/htdocs/services_permit.htm
http://www.cceionline.edu/index.cfm?id=214
http://coloradoofficeofprofessionaldevelopment.org/index.cfm?PID=1332&ID=5454,20142,0
http://www.charteroak.edu/Current/Programs/Credentials/DirectorCredential/index.cfm
http://www.udc.edu/academics/college_arts_sciences/dept_education/ecli/recognizing.htm
https://training01-dcf.myflorida.com/dcf/cct/dircred.html
http://www.ilgateways.com/content.aspx?id=92
http://www.kaeyc.net/
http://www.aeyc-mo.org/
http://chfs.ky.gov/dcbs/dcc/pd.htm
http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs/TQApplication.pdf
http://www.mnaeyc.org/
http://www.eagertolearn.org/index.html
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Credential Relevant Courses (If Applicable) 

National Institute for Child Care Management's (NICCM) 
National Administrator Credential (NAC) 

Level 2 NAC 

New Hampshire Center Director Credential Level 2-4 

New Jersey Administrators’ Credential 

New Mexico Early Childhood Program Administration 
Certificate 

 

New York Children's Program Administrator Credential 

North Carolina Early Childhood Administration Credential 

Oklahoma Director's Credential   Silver or Gold 

Oregon Registry Director Credential 

Pennsylvania Director Core or Advanced Certificate  

Rutgers University Center for Children and Childhood Studies: 
Division of Early Childhood Education Early Childhood 
Administrator’s Credential 

 

South Carolina State Director Credential 

South Central College Administration of Child Care Programs 
Online Advanced Certificate 

 

South Dakota Leadership Credential  Track One or Track Two 

Tennessee Early Childhood Program Administrator  

Vermont Early Childhood Program Director Credential 

Wisconsin Professional Credential for Child Care Administrator 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Certificate in Child Care 
Administration 

 

 

http://www.dhhs.state.nh.us/DHHS/CDB/LIBRARY/Training+Material/ece-guide.htm
http://www.pinj.org/upload/Admin_Credential_Final_9-09.pdf
http://www.nysaeyc.org/credentials/default.asp
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/providers/credent.asp
http://www.cecpd.org/oklahomaregistry/okDirCredential_new.php
http://www.centerline.pdx.edu/credential/index.php
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=Career_Degrees
http://children.camden.rutgers.edu/education.htm
mailto:sallym@usca.edu
http://www.southcentral.edu/images/programs/Child_Care_Admin_Cert112009.pdf
http://www.state.sd.us/social/ccs/ccshome.htm
http://www.tn.edu/tecta/tecpac.htm
http://northernlights.vsc.edu/director_cred.html
http://www.sce-earlychildhood.uwm.edu/
http://www4.uwm.edu/SCE/program_area.cfm?id=1201

