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Examples of Assessments 

The following are examples of the kinds of assessments that might be included in an early childhood program report to NAEYC.  This list is not exhaustive!  NAEYC welcomes other assessments that meet NAEYC and NCATE criteria.  Please keep in mind that each assessment must be tied to one or more of the NAEYC standards (and key elements of the standard).  In some cases, one assessment may be sufficient to show candidates’ competence in relation to one standard; more often, however, programs will need to identify more than one assessment to provide aggregated evidence of competence.

· Aggregated comprehensive exam results in specific content area or areas (see standards)

· Aggregated results of early childhood Praxis tests

· Evaluations of candidates’ case studies of young children or families

· Evaluations of candidates’ unit or project plans (i.e., comprehensive plans for an integrated curriculum unit encompassing a number of content areas)—could be either the plan itself or the plan as well as assessment of its implementation

· Evaluations of student teaching (again, the evaluation rubrics or scoring guides should be aligned with NAEYC standards); you could use the same or a similar form for evaluations of pre-student-teaching field experiences to document improvement over time

· Lesson/activity plans—again, evaluations must align with NAEYC standards

· Written or videotaped scenarios of children and/or families, which candidates respond to or analyze in writing; scoring guides are aligned with NAEYC standards

· Ratings/evaluation of specific aspects of candidates’ portfolios—not simply a global rating of a portfolio, but finer-grained assessment of elements of the portfolio in relation to standards

· Evaluations of videotapes of candidates’ teaching

· Analysis of the concepts, skills, and/or dispositions (approaches to learning) of young children, as related to candidates’—or graduates’—teaching; may be part of a comprehensive curriculum unit in student teaching, for example
Assessments of Content Knowledge

Successful assessments of content knowledge in early childhood have included (not an exhaustive list!):
•
Child study or another type of case study assignment

•
Lesson plans, activity plans, or integrated unit plans drawn from portfolios 

This could include observation and evaluation of program quality and child progress, analyzing teacher behavior according to various theories, designing environments for learning, selecting instructional materials, reflecting on lessons and curriculum, interviewing parents, etc.

•
An audience-specific research assignment 
Example: candidates are required to select a specific learning experience—e.g., music, art, dramatic play, conversation-from the course and collect, analyze, and synthesize research to support that practice; from their research, candidates prepare a written document communicating their findings in an appropriate manner to different audiences, e.g., a school principal, parents.
•
Curriculum chapter content presentation
•
Personal philosophy and practices of education paper
•
An action research paper

A note on grades:

For programs considering using grade-point averages (GPA) as an assessment of content knowledge, NAEYC advises being very selective about which grades are included.  We suggest programs do not use an overall GPA, but rather they should select a few carefully chosen courses from which to draw grades.  They should be clear in the report about what the grades are comprised of to demonstrate the grade is not about attendance, presentation, or other "noise," but is rather a true composite of candidates’ content knowledge.  It is best to disaggregate the data so reviewers can see what candidates have content knowledge about.  For example, a data table might present evidence of candidates’ knowledge of content in such areas as child development, literacy, mathematics, and so forth.  In sum, programs should make a strong case that the combination of selected course grades does indeed accurately represent content knowledge.
Section II
Example A

	Name of Assessment

	Type or 

Form of Assessment

	When the Assessment Is Administered


	
	
	

	1
	State Licensing test  PRAXIS Test # 0020
	State licensure test
	During Student Teaching prior to certification 

	2
	Comprehensive exam
	Written exam
	During final semester seminar

	3
	Lesson Plans 
	Lesson plans 
	After admittance to major during courses in 400 level classes

	4
	Student Teaching Evaluations 
	Scale
	During Student Teaching 

	5
	Child Observation 
	Case study 
	After admittance to major during Cur I, Cur II and Cur III classes 

	6
	Family Handbook 
	Project 
	After admittance to major during Organ. & Admin class

	7
	Assessment of the Environment 
	Case study
	After admittance to major during Cur I, Cur II and Cur III classes 

	8
	Professional  Portfolio
	Portfolio
	After admittance to major during Seminar in ECE class


Section II
Example B
	
	Name of Assessment
	Type or Form of Assessment
	When the Assessment is Administered

	1
	[Licensure assessment, or other content-based assessment] 
Praxis II, Early Ch. Education
	State licensure test
	End of program

	2
	[Content-based assessment]

Child Study Assignments
	Project w/ paper
	Course TCH 160

	3
	[Assessment of candidate ability to plan and implement appropriate teaching and learning experiences]

Action Research Project
	15-wk project w/ paper
	Final semester, seminar (ECE 400)

	4
	[Assessment of student teaching or internship]

Assessment of Student Teaching
	Rating by supervisor, coop teacher, candidate
	Yr. 4, end of student teaching semester

	5
	[Assessment of candidate effect on student learning]

A Performance Assessment of EC Candidates’ Teaching Effectiveness and Effect on Children’s Learning
	Portfolio (sections)
	Year 4, throughout student teaching semester

	6
	[Additional assessment that addresses standards (required) ]

Analysis of Story Retellings
	Project w/ paper
	Year 3, before admission to student teaching

	7
	Additional assessment that addresses standards (optional) ]

Unit Planning and Evaluation
	Candidate-designed plan for curriculum unit
	Year 3, before admission to student teaching

	8
	[Additional assessment that addresses standards (optional) ]


	
	


� Include 6-8 key assessments required of all candidates in the program. 


� Identify the type of assessment (e.g., essay, case study, project, comprehensive exam, reflection, state licensure test, portfolio, etc.).


� Indicate the point in the program when the assessment is administered (e.g., admission to the program, admission to student teaching/internship, required courses, or completion of the program).





