
Revisiting Learning Centers. Sand Play

Handout 1: Sand Center Checklist
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1.  Children choose to play in the sand center every day. —————————       

2.  Children know and follow the rules for sand play.——————————       

3.  Props are stored in labeled containers or  
hang on hooks within children’s reach.— ——————————————       

4.  Children retrieve and return props on their own.— ——————————       

5.  Children’s play is enthusiastic but not chaotic. ————————————       

6.  Children play individually, in pairs, and in small groups.———————       

7.  While engaged in a variety of activities, children

create art,—————————————————————————————       

build fine motor skills,— ——————————————————————       

gain social and emotional skills, — —————————————————       

explore science concepts, ——————————————————————       

discover math concepts, — —————————————————————       

engage in pretend play, — —————————————————————       

develop language and literacy skills. — ———————————————       

8.  Teachers provide new props that offer different  
experiences and challenges.————————————————————       

9.  The daily schedule allows enough time for children  
to carry out their ideas and get fully involved in play. — ———————       

10.  Children can save their creations and complete them later.— —————       
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