Resources for Building
Social Skills in the
Early Years and Beyond
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Miller, K. 2005. Simple transitions for in-fants and toddlers. Beltsville, MD: Gryphon House.
Available from NAEYC.

The 101s: A guide to positive discipline. 2004. 2-video set VHS or DVD. Old Dominion Uni-
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ington, DC: NAEYC.
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Young Children 58 (1): 88-94.
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ture of relationships. Young Children 58 (4): 12-20.
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Other articles, books, and videos
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Gartrell, D. 2006. A guidance approach for the encouraging classroom. 4th ed. Clifton Park,
NY: Thomson/Delmar Learning.

Gilliam, W.S. 2005. Prekindergarteners left behind: Expulsion rates in state prekindergarten
systems. Online: www.ffcd.org/PDFs/NationalPreKExpulsionPaper03.02_new.pdf.

Gonzalez-Mena, J. 2005. Attachment and separation. In Diversity in early care and educa-
tion, 4th ed., 79-91. New York: McGraw-Hill.

Heidemann, S., & D. Hewitt. 1992. Pathways to play: Developing play skills in young chil-
dren. St. Paul, MN: Redleaf.

High/Scope Educational Research Foundation. 1998. Supporting children in resolving con-
flict. Video/DVD. Ypsilanti, MI: High/Scope Press.

Howes, C.,& S. Ritchie. 2002. A matter of trust: Connecting teachers and learners in the early
childhood classroom. New York: Teachers College Press.

Joseph, G.E., & P.S. Strain. 2003. Comprehensive evidence-based social-emotional cur-
ricula for young children: An analysis of efficacious adoption potential. Topics in Early
Childhood Special Education 23: 65-76.

Kemple, K.M. 2003. Let’s be friends: Peer competence in social inclusion in early childhood
programs. New York: Teachers College Press.

Kreidler, W.J., & S.T. Whittall. 1999. Early childhood adventures in peacemaking. Cam-
bridge, MA: Educators for Social Responsibility.

Kristal, J. 2005. The temperament perspective: Working with children’s behavioral styles.
Baltimore, MD.: Brookes.

Levin, D. 2003. Teaching young children in violent times: Building a peaceable classroom.
Cambridge, MA: Educators for Social Responsibility.

Marion, M. 2006. Guidance of young children. 7th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

McClellen, D.E., & L.G. Katz. 2001. Assessing young children’s social competence. ERIC
Digest Ed450953. Online: http://eric.ed.gov.

Pianta, R.C., & Stuhlman. 2004. Teacher-child relationships and children’s success in the
first years of school. School Psychology Review 33: 444-58.

Ramsey, G. 1991. Making friends in school: Promoting peer relationships in early childhood.
New York: Teachers College Press.

Raver, C.C., & J. Knitzer. 2002. Ready to enter: What research tells policy makers about
strategies to promote social and emotional school readiness among three- and four-
year-old children. Policy Paper No. 3 in the series, Promoting the Emotional Well-being
of Children and Families. New York: National Center for Children in Poverty. Online:
www.nccp. org/media/pew02c-text.pdf.

Rice, J.A. 1995. The kindness curriculum: Introducing young children to loving values. St.
Paul, MN: Redleaf.

Singer, D.G., R.M. Golinkoff, & K. Hirsh-Pasek, eds. 2006. Play = learning: How play moti-
vates and enhances children’s cognitive and social-emotional growth. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Sroufe, A.L. 2000. Early relationships and the development of children. Infant Mental
Health Journal 21 (1-2): 67-74.

Thompson, R.A. 1999. Early attachment and later development. In Handbook of attach-
ment: Theory, research, and clinical applications. eds. J. Cassidy & P.R. Shaver, 265-86.
New York: Guilford.

University of Southern Florida. 2002. Creating teaching tools for young children with chal-
lenging behavior. Online: http://challengingbehavior.fmhi.usf.edu/tools.html.

Web sites and organizations

Center for Evidence-Based Practice: Young Children with Challenging Behavior pro-
motes the use of evidence-based practice to meet the needs of young children who
have, or are at risk for, challenging behavior. www.challengingbehavior.org

Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning is a national center
focused on strengthening the capacity of child care and Head Start programs to im-
prove the social and emotional outcomes of young children. www.csefel.uiuc.edu

The Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning promotes coordi-
nated, evidence-based social, emotional, and academic learning as an essential part of
education from preschool through high school. www.casel.org

National Network for Child Care shares knowledge about children and child care from
land-grant universities, including resources on guidance and discipline. www.nncc.org

Playing for Keeps shares information and the latest research on play with parents and
professionals. www.playingforkeeps.org

Psychology Matters summarizes the latest psychological research in a number of areas.
Users can type in specific terms such as “play” into the search box to find information
related to social skills in the early years. www.psychologymatters.org

The University of Maine Center for Community Inclusion and Disability Studies has
created a series of Growing Ideas tip-sheets for early childhood professionals. Many of
the topics covered support building social skills. www.ccids.umaine.edu/ec/growingideas
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