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Children shout with excitement 
when a teacher announces, 
�It�s time for nature.� At 
Myungji Youchiwon (Myungji 
Kindergarten) the children�s 
favorite time is working at the 
nature �eld�the farming �eld.
  Myungji Youchiwon is located 
in Kyunggido, between urban 
and rural areas in the north of 
South Korea. It serves about 
30 percent of the children from 
families with low incomes in the 
area. Most of these families are 
farmers. The Korean govern-
ment partially supports the chil-
dren�s tuition. The philosophy 
of Myungji Youchiwon is based 
on an ecological approach that 
highly values nature and learn-
ing through nature, eco-early 
childhood education. To imple-
ment this philosophy, Myungji 
Youchiwon has integrated the 
nature �eld into their kindergar-
ten curriculum.
  The three- to �ve-year-old 
children go to the �eld to plant 

seeds, water them, trim plants, and harvest ripe vegetables, 
fruits, and grains. The nature �eld is also where children 
learn about plants� ecosystems through farming. Planting 
experiences encourage children to become more eco-
friendly and develop a better understanding of life sciences 
and the earth. In addition, children�s experiences at the 
�eld help them appreciate plants and the work of farmers 
(Canaris & Fuleihan 2006; Gigliotti 2006; Rule 2007).
  Children visit the �eld two or three times a week for 30 to 
40 minutes, depending on the season and weather. A ttang 
sa lang sunsangnim (farm love teacher), who used to be a 
farmer, facilitates activities at the �eld while explaining the 
plant-growing procedures and the day�s task. The ttang sa 
lang teacher shows the children how to plant a variety of 
seeds, replant seedlings (for example, sweet potato, lettuce, 
cabbage, peanut, and watermelon), water and trim plants, 
and harvest them.

Farming to enrich classroom 
learning opportunity

  Once the children are introduced to the nature �eld, 
they become very interested in reading about planting and 
plants. They read various books and discuss issues con-
cerning plants. Sometimes, farmer parents or farmers from 
the community come to the class to talk with the children.
  The kindergarten�s science center is a popular spot. 
There, children do a variety of inquiry-based experiments 
exploring plants�dissecting seeds, such as pumpkin or 
green bean seeds, and observing sprouting seeds deprived 
of soil, light, or water�as part of their classroom science 
activities. During one activity a child plants a seed in an 
individual transparent pot and observes the seed sprout 
and the plant grow. This allows children to become familiar 
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Learning through Farming 
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“Yahoo! We’re going to 
the nature field!”

Planting experiences encourage chil-
dren to become more eco-friendly and 
develop a better understanding of life 
sciences and the earth.
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