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Like many other
early childhood
educators, when trav-
eling abroad | like to take
a look at local programs

to see how other cultures
teach and nurture their
young children. I am the
program director of The
Discovery Center, in Kal-
amazoo, Michigan, a non-
pro tchild care center
serving children six weeks
to eight years old. On a re-
cent trip to Quito, Ecuador,
| had the privilege of visit-
ing the Unidad Educativa
America Latina (UEAL), a
private school serving chil-
dren age two through high
school. | spent some time
in the classrooms for chil-
dren who had just turned
two to young fours.

Karen Woodruff Phillips,
MA, has been program direc-
tor of The Discovery Center, in
Kalamazoo, Michigan, since
its inception in 1976. Karen
has traveled just about every-
where in the world except Ant-
arctica and has visited and
photographed child care cen-
ters and preschools in about
15 countries. E-mail: rkw
phillips@chartermi.net.



UEAL

Discovery Center

Beyond the Journal-Young Children on the Web«November 2007

Clearly the two programs are
geographically, culturally, and po-
litically far removed from one an-
other. The differences are perhaps
best symbolized by the llamas that
nibble the grass in the UEAL yard.
Needless to say, in Kalamazoo we
have nothing quite that exotic.






