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The Reading Chair

Global Babies, from Global Fund for Chil-
dren. 2007. Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge. 
16 pp. ISBN 9781580891745. Ages birth to 3.

 Babies and toddlers love looking at pho-
tographs of other babies. In this beautiful 
multicultural board book, babies from all over 
the world are captured in exquisite local cloth-
ing-�decorative but not fancy. And even more 
intriguing than their out�ts are their faces. 
These babies�from Mali to Malawi, from Peru 
to Afghanistan�seem to be �communicating� with the camera, and therefore 
with the reader. An excellent browsing book for the very young.

Orange Pear Apple Bear, by Emily Gravett. 2007. New York: Simon & 
Schuster. 28 pp. ISBN 9781416939993. Ages 2 to 5.

 With only �ve words and four objects, Gravett uses brilliant wordplay and 
nuanced illustrations to weave a bear of a tale that all readers (adults too) 
will want to experience again and again. The book starts with illustrations of 
an apple, a pear, an orange, and a bear, so well rendered that they are fun to 
look at on their own. But when the bear becomes orange like an orange, and 
then green like an apple, the game begins. Eventually, the bear works up his 
appetite and eats the fruits one at a time: �Orange, bear. Apple, bear. Pear, 
bear. There!� All done. This book is incredibly creative, perfectly paced, and 
a great pleasure to experience.

Puff, the Magic Dragon, by Peter Yarrow and Lenny Lipton. Illustrated 
by Eric Puybaret. 2007. New York: Sterling. 24 pp. ISBN 9781402747823. 
Ages 2 to 6.

 Peter Yarrow�of Peter, Paul, and Mary�
has collaborated with his daughter to cre-
ate this book and four-track CD. Adults can 
reminisce as children are introduced to this 
classic song. Eric Puybaret�s luxurious illus-
trations capture the fantasy in the lyrics and 
illuminate their meaning in a way that chil-
dren can understand. The book and CD are 
beautiful from start to �nish�the perfect way 
to bring back Puff!2, 3
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