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AS EDUCaTORS WHO CaRE FOR aND TEaCH INFaNTS, we realize the value of bring-
ing nature into the classroom and the youngest children in touch with nature. 
Children observe, listen, feel, taste, and take apart while exploring everything 
in their environment (Seefeldt 2005, 53). Teachers can cultivate nature investi-
gations with very young children by offering infants natural objects they can 
explore and investigate. 
Here are some images 
and examples from our 
program.

Investigation of 
leaves

  In our area of the coun-
try, during autumn, 
leaves are changing col-
ors and falling. What an 
interesting investigation 
for babies. While taking 
walks we �rst explored 
leaves in their natural en-
vironment, then brought 
them into the classroom 
for the children to look at 
closely and carefully. The 
infants appeared inter-
ested in feeling the veins 
of the leaves and discov-
ering the various shapes 
and textures. We cov-
ered some of the leaves 
in contact paper so the 
children could explore 
the veins of the leaves 
without crumbling them. 
We also offered natural 
leaves for infants to ex-
plore and crumble under 
our guidance.
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