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Bernard van Leer Foundation is an inter-
national grant-making foundation based
in The Hague. Through their grant-making
programs they pioneer innovative ways to
improve opportunities for disadvantaged
young children. Through their free pub-
lications they share what they learn with
practitioners and policy makers and shape
the debate about early childhood care and
education. www.bernardvanleer.org

The Consultative Group on Early Childhood
Care and Development (CGECCD) is a
global, interagency consortium that focuses
on supporting children, prenatal through
age 8, their families, and their communi-
ties. They seek to improve early childhood
policy and practice by supporting commu-
nications, advocacy, and the development
of global resources. The website offers a

Reprinted from Young Children+November 2010

significant number of organization and print
resources, including the annual publication
Coordinators’ Notebook. www.ecdgroup.com

Global Exploration for Educators Organiza-

tion (GEEO) believes that giving teachers
global experiences will allow them to enrich
their students’ knowledge and global con-
sciousness. The tours are customized to
include features specifically of interest to
teachers, such as school visits. Educators
may earn up to three graduate school cred-
its and professional development credit. The
organization also provides information on
funding and other travel opportunities for
educators. www.geeo.org

Global Fund for Children (GFC) seeks to raise

the dignity of children around the world by
partnering with community-based organiza-
tions that support children and youth. GFC
offers grants to organizations and programs
that focus on learning, enterprise, safety,
and healthy minds and bodies. The organiza-
tion also offers a Global Media Venture that
develops multicultural books, documents
the work of grant recipients through pho-
tography, and supports films that focus on
the challenges of children around the world.
www.globalfundforchildren.org

Half the Sky Foundation nurtures and sup-

ports orphaned children in China. The
organization operates infant nurture and
preschool programs, provides personalized
learning for older children, and establishes
permanent family care and guidance for chil-
dren with disabilities. www.halfthesky.org

International Step by Step Association (ISSA)

promotes equal access to quality education
and care for all children. It is a membership
organization that works with professionals
and organizations throughout the world to
support programs that provide education
services and advocacy tools that influence
policy for families and children. The site’s
database offers policy, resource, and initia-
tives from Central and Eastern Europe. In
their bookstore, ISSA offers children’s books
in several languages from authors in coun-
tries where ISSA works. www.issa.nl

OMEP-USA (World Organization for Early
Childhood Education) is one of 60 inter-
national chapters of OMEP, a nonprofit
child advocacy organization. Their projects
include the Haiti Relief Project, a profes-
sional materials drive for educators in
Jamaica, and U.S. ratification of the Inter-
national Convention on the Rights of the
Child. The website offers an activity packet
for Children’s Day and a downloadable tool
kit for their project on sustainable develop-
ment. WWw.omep-usnc.org

Pennies for Peace is an international service-
learning program from the Central Asia
Institute, founded by Greg Mortenson. It
helps children broaden their cultural hori-
zons and learn about their capabilities as
philanthropists, showing them that one
penny can make a difference. The program,
which supports educational opportunities
for children in Pakistan and Afghanistan, fea-
tures a K-12 curriculum, links to standards
with an assessment tool, an implementation
guide, fact sheets, postcards, and videos.
www.penniesforpeace.org

Save the Children works to create positive,
lasting change for children in the United
States and the world. The organization
serves impoverished and marginalized chil-
dren in more than 120 nations, protecting
them from exploitation and assisting them
in accessing education and health care. In
addition, Save the Children collaborates
with other organizations, governments,
nonprofits, and community partners. It
offers rapid humanitarian relief and long-
term recovery for children at risk or affected
by natural disasters, conflicts, and ethnic
violence. Visitors can join the network of
advocates and receive monthly newsletters.
www.savethechildren.org

World Forum Foundation promotes the

global exchange of ideas to improve the
quality of services for young children. The
organization convenes working forums and
supports the launch of international proj-
ects that focus on men in early childhood
education, nature education, peace educa-
tion, and immigration and young children.
The World Forum also hosts an audio pod-
cast. www.worldforumfoundation.org

What do you think? Join the conversation about articles you read in this
issue of Young Children. Post a comment on Facebook, Tweet about an
idea, or e-mail us at editorial@nayec.org.
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