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Goals 

In March 2018, the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) received the 

largest increase in its history—$2.37 billion for Fiscal Year 2018!

Today, we want to answer the following questions and more: 

• How did the increase come about? 

• What opportunities does it present to help children, families, and educators?

• How can you be an advocate for wise spending of the dollars?

• What can we do now and in the future to make sure the funding continues?
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Introductions

• Lauren Hogan, Senior Director, Public Policy and Advocacy, 

National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)

• Helen Blank, Director of Child Care and Early Learning,         

National Women’s Law Center (NWLC)

• Hannah Matthews, Director of Child Care and Early Education, 

Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP)
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What is CCDBG?

• Helps low-income families access child care by providing states with funding to address affordability 

and improve quality

• Funds the child care subsidy programs in your state  

• Created in 1990; last reauthorized in 2014 to help it better ensure the health and safety of children in 

care through more consistent standards and monitoring of those standards

• Allows families to more easily access child care assistance that supports stable and continuous child care, 

and that can be coordinated with other programs

• Improves the quality of care, including through increased quality set-aside, support for child care providers 

and targeted initiatives for priority populations

• CCDBG’s reauthorization came without a guarantee of federal funding to support states’ 

implementation of new requirements, while continuing to support access for children and families 
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Some Things To Know

• State plans are created every three years 

• Requirements for health and safety regulations, eligibility requirements for families, 

training and professional development for early childhood educators, licensing and 

monitoring for programs, and opportunities for quality improvement 

• Serves 1.4 million children 

• Approximately 373,100 fewer children received CCDBG-funded child care in 2015 

than in 2006 

• Did you know? 83% of children do not receive the support for which they are eligible 

due to a lack of funding 
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Now this is a story all about how…

…we got a $2.37 billion increase.
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Let’s go back for a minute

“He will focus on making quality child care affordable and accessible for all.” –

Ivanka Trump, July 2016 

"As part of this new future, we will also be rolling out proposals to increase 

choice and reduce cost in child care, offering much-needed relief to American 

families.“ – Donald Trump, Presidential Candidate, August 2016 

“My administration wants to work with members of both parties to make childcare 

accessible and affordable.” – President Donald Trump, February 2017 
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The Idea Takes Hold
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#DoubleCCDBG
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Advocacy in Many Forms 
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Budget Deal? 
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In February 2018, in a sweeping bipartisan negotiation, Congress passed, and the President signed, a 

major budget deal to provide an additional $5.8 billion to the Child Care and Development Block Grant 

(CCDBG) over two years—an increase of $2.9 billion per year. But the work wasn’t over yet…  



Make it Real! 
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Celebrate Success! 
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What’s Next? Three Big Things!

FY18, FY19 and CCDF State Plans 

National Association for the Education of Young Children 14



FY18: What Is The Money For?
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Spending Priorities

In addition to expanding access and implementing policies that 

support continuity and consistency for families, states should 

prioritize quality by investing in the early childhood 

education workforce.

* Raise payment rates

* Don’t supplant TANF funding 

National Association for the Education of Young Children 16



Invest in the Workforce!

• Tier reimbursement rates to financially reward the highest quality programs while 

providing additional support to lower quality programs so they can improve

• Use quality set-aside funds to support training and professional development, 

alongside methods such as wage supplements and tax credits, to keep educators 

in the field once they have received additional training and education

• Fund linguistically and culturally appropriate outreach, application, monitoring, and 

assessment processes to promote a strong and diverse workforce that meets the 

needs of all families
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Some More Things To Know

• These are baseline dollars provided in the context of a regular appropriations bill.

• They are not intended to be stimulus dollars. 

• We will have to fight for funding in FY19, FY20 and beyond, just like always. 

• There is no such thing as “permanent” when it comes to annual 

appropriations,

• So use the money well and wisely so that everyone knows that more money 

means more kids in higher quality care. 
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FY19: Where do we stand?

• Coalition letter to Chairman Blunt and Ranking Member Murray

• Thanked Congress for the FY 2018 omnibus appropriations bill

• Urged them to sustain the commitment to early childhood education

• include funding for the CCDBG at a level that at a minimum, fulfills the $5.8 billion 

increase included in the bi-partisan budget agreement for FY 2018 and FY 2019, 

• provide $11.3 billion for Head Start and Early Head Start

• fund Preschool Development Grants, Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA) Part C (Grants for Infants and Families) and Part B, Section 619 (Preschool 

Grants).
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CCDF Plans and Beyond

What should states be doing 

as they think about the next 

three years and beyond? 
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How and When To Engage

• Check your child care state administrator’s webpage to read your state’s draft plan; learn 

about due dates for comments; and put public meetings in your calendar 

• Some due dates are already past, but don’t worry! There are lots of opportunities to amend the 

plan and engage with the work. 

• Show up at the public hearings. Seriously. Just be there. They need to see & hear from you. 

• Work in partnership with other state advocates to reinforce messages and priorities

• Reach out to your AEYC Affiliate and others for more information and to connect! 

• Identify and lift up the strengths of the plan

• Identify opportunities for improvement

• In written comments especially, be specific about the changes you want to see by referencing 

exact sections; providing language changes where appropriate; etc. 
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State Early Childhood Professional 

Development Systems

• CCDBG regulations from the Administration for Children and Families included six components of a professional 

development framework aligned with those that NAEYC has identified and supported: Professional Standards, Career 

Pathways, Articulation, Advisory Structures, Data, and Financing.

• This offers a potential way to frame some of your comments around the workforce in particular.  

• Think about the four essential questions: 

• How does a policy put forth in each area increase professional development system integration across early childhood 

education sectors and settings from birth through age 8?

• How does it include quality assurances for professional development?

• How does it support workforce diversity and equitable access to professional development?

• How does it increase compensation parity across early childhood education sectors and settings from birth through age 8?

Build It Better: Indicators of Progress to Support Integrated Early Childhood Professional Development Systems
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https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/our-work/public-policy-advocacy/Build It Better_For Web.pdf


Be an advocate.
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Why advocacy matters

› You can make a difference!

› People working together can change policies & laws.

› Policymakers need your expertise.

(Derived in part from Charity Lobbying in the Public Interest, www.clpi.org)
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What can you do?

• Thank your Members of Congress. Let them know how much increased funding matters.

• This increase means so much to our state and community. It will help us begin to reverse long-standing declines to serve 

more children, raise payment rates, and improve the quality of care. 

• Ask your Members of Congress to ensure that the FY 2019 appropriations bill includes the full $5.8 billion over two 

years for CCDBG

• Keep the commitment made to child care in the Budget Agreement!

• Participate in your written and in-person CCDF state plan outreach and comment processes and opportunities 

• Testify at budget hearings 

• Invite them to visit to see high-quality early childhood education in action! 

• Tell your child care and early learning story

• Vote. 
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www.americaforearlyed.org @supportearlyed



Resources
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Kitchen Table Talk Weekly Emails
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At America for Early Ed, we want 

you to have the information, tools, 

and resources you need to spark 

a conversation about high-quality 

early childhood education no 

matter who or where you are. 

Keep reading, talking, and 

engaging – together we can make 

sure #ECEwins.



Additional Resources 

• NAEYC: Build Your Public Policy Knowledge and Build Your Advocacy Skills

• CLASP & NWLC: Implementing the Child Care and Development Block Grant 

Reauthorization: An Updated Guide for States and Child Care in the Bipartisan Budget Act 

of 2018: Frequently Asked Questions. 

• NWLC: Persistent Gaps: State Child Care Assistance Policies 2017 

• Urban Institute. A historic boost to child care funding means states can start to realize the 

potential of the Child Care and Development Block Grant.

• Child Care Aware of America: CCDBG Implementation Station 

• BUILD: Maximizing CCDBG for Infants and Toddlers 
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https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/public-policy-advocacy/build-your-public-policy-knowledge
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/public-policy-advocacy/build-your-advocacy-skills-and-knowledge
https://www.clasp.org/sites/default/files/publications/2017/08/CCDBG-Reauth-Guide-Updated.pdf
https://www.clasp.org/sites/default/files/publications/2018/02/FAQ CCDBG Increase.pdf
https://nwlc.org/resources/persistent-gaps-state-child-care-assistance-policies-2017/
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/historic-boost-child-care-funding-means-states-can-start-realize-potential-child-care-and-development-block-grant
https://usa.childcareaware.org/advocacy-public-policy/child-care-and-development-block-grant-ccdbg/
http://www.buildinitiative.org/OurWork/LearningCommunity/WebinarsEventsArchives/CCDBGandtheFirst1000DaysGreatBeginnings.aspx


Thank you! 

Lauren Hogan 

Senior Director, Public Policy and Advocacy

lhogan@naeyc.org 

202.350.8837
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