Early childhood teachers can foster productive math experiences for African American
boys by having positive individual interactions, providing opportunities for exploration,
extending children’s initial interests, and structuring the environment to continuously
attract and engage children in math learning.

The way in which teachers and parents approach and communicate the importance of
math learning has a direct link to a young boy’s perception of his ability to enjoy and excel
in math. It also impacts his self-regulation skills. Therefore, making math a meaningful
and inviting experience is vital in all early childhood classrooms—especially those serving
African American boys growing up in underresourced communities.
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