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Program News: October 2025

Welcome to the October 2025 edition of Program News, your source for up-to-
date info on NAEYC Early Learning Program Quality Assessment and
Accreditation! This month, along with key updates, we are sharing newly
available resources that supports early learning programs in understanding the
expectations of the new system. Check out all the resources we have available to
support the transition to the new system.

LAST CHANCE: Register for Our Pre-
Conference Session!

Navigating NAEYC’s Early Learning Program Quality Assessment and
Accreditation: Understanding the New System and Strengthening Staff and
Family Policies and Procedures

This session will provide an in-depth overview of the new quality assessment and
accreditation system designed for early learning programs, and participants can
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earn 0.6 CEUs in the process!

Now Available: NAEYC Revised Code of
Ethics

NAEYC has released a new version of the Code of Ethics for Early Childhood
Educators. This much-anticipated position statement revision affirms that early
childhood educators who work in homes, centers, and schools have professional,
ethical responsibilities that go along with their core knowledge, skills, values, and
dispositions—and which together guide the ethical decision-making and
behaviors that support each and every child’s healthy development, learning, and
well-being.

Advocacy in Action

Federal Staff Cuts Put Services for Young Children with Disabilities at Risk

As part of a broader round of federal layoffs, the Department of Education has
cut nearly all positions overseeing special education programs. These positions
are essential to ensuring young children with disabilities can access inclusive,
high-quality early learning and public education.

Without federal oversight and guidance, programs may see reduced support for
families, gaps in services, and increased strain on state and local systems.

Congress has a long history of bipartisan support for inclusive education starting
in early childhood and into public education. Now is the time to remind them
what’s at stake.
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Take Action:
¢ Tell Congress: Protect Inclusive Early Learning for All Children

Ll Share Your Experience: How are these federal changes affecting your
program?

Explore Our New Accreditation System

NAEYC has redesigned its Early Learning Program Accreditation System to
better support programs in achieving and maintaining high-quality early
education. The new Early Learning Program Quality Assessment and
Accreditation System is:

¢ More inclusive, flexible, and streamlined, reflecting the current early
learning environment.

¢ Grounded in Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) and aligned
with NAEYC’s Early Childhood Program Standards.

¢ Designed to make it easier for all types of programs to demonstrate and
sustain quality.

Get to Know Our New Accreditation System

Updates for NAEYC Accredited Programs

Accreditation+ Renewal: What You Need to
Know

Programs may begin their Accreditation+ renewal up to one year before their Valid
Until Date (VUD) once the fourth annual report is submitted and the annual fee is
paid.

The renewal application is available in the Early Learning Hub (under the Quality
Journey widget) for a six-month window—from 12 to 6 months before the VUD.
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Programs are encouraged to start early and use the Self-Assessment Tools to
prepare.

After submission:
1. The application is reviewed and scored.

2. Upon a successful decision on the application, programs receive an invoice
for the Site Visit Fee.

3. Once paid, a six-month window for the site visit is set.
4. A decision is issued within 45 days after the visit.

5. Upon a successful decision, the annual fee for the first year of the new 5-year
term is due.

. Tip: Submitting early helps ensure your renewal is complete before your VUD. If
needed, extensions may be granted to allow time for the visit and decision.

Programs that do not wish to renew at Accreditation+ should contact the NAEYC
Support Team to request a change of status.


https://click.community.naeyc.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImFmZWU0ZWE2LTEyYjktNGM2MC1iZjFlLWI4NTkxMmI5ODEyZCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoidWVVL2UyTm1kSDh2ZGxVUEk2N3RVQT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IkJjRTBsY29SVWprL2RRMUFqOGc5VXpkR0NJZHZLY0xtMzlFME41c3NReW1mY2dEYWpBcWRVK0xuVGRZQlg2d0RGY1QyaTJ5WVZJdWJKNmkzcWU1c0dMbmxQM3RqWm5SL0wzWlZEeU91N1ZBPSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJGY1QyaTJ5WVZJdWJKNmkzcWU1c0dBPT0ifQ%3D%3D

Recognition Resource Guide — Lists all Recognition assessment items with their
rationale, intent, common errors, and recommendations.

Self-Assessment Tools — Contain each tier’s assessment items and evidence
types, along with guidance from the electronic application. This explains item
language and provides scoring guidance to help programs submit the right
evidence.

Timeline Checklist — Outlines the steps in each tier, required tasks in the Early
Learning Hub, and key timeline considerations.

Application Protocols — Explains what programs can expect from NAEYC when
document-based assessment items (2025) are reviewed in applications.

Site Visit Protocols — Explains what programs can expect from NAEYC during site
visits that include observation-based assessment items (2025).

Check Out Our New System Resources

We are looking for new ELP Accreditation
Council Members!

Are you passionate about ECE program quality and looking for a meaningful
service opportunity that supports Early Learning Program Accreditation? The
NAEYC Council for Accreditation is seeking new members. Applications will be
accepted through December 1, 2025.

Learn More and Apply Now!

Do you have feedback?

We look forward to your feedback on how to make our new system even
stronger. We are continuously challenging ourselves to innovate and to hold


https://click.community.naeyc.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjQxOTE5ZmVlLTg2OGEtNDhkMy1hNWUzLWE5NjEyMDE1Mjg5ZiIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiQXZzYktTYWhQKzJNR1pCcE5zWHlmQT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6InhKaTZTemtIa3NaejhDUktsb29URkluRkNPbWVHSi9ZTXdTSmZuV3hQTGhxcVVSd3RKWjlnNnlFVDRWTnVrc1JPanQ1SWFNQjhvWlMybm1XMlkxYzJBTDdHeWttb1QvdGpCbVFhVGJGOG53PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJPanQ1SWFNQjhvWlMybm1XMlkxYzJBPT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.community.naeyc.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjJhMGMyNzFkLTA3Y2EtNDY0My05YjZkLWUxZWYwMjQxMmViNCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiYjQvMldqK01FUWpONkI5MG5hUExwZz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6Ik5JOW1uM2VlRzlyWTYzL0RYUDBqYzZXK0kyeTJrT1F2UUdwT3hWMXhFTmdmVlZUV3NhLzQ1ZklPMWQxNlZ4K05WMi91NFRqQ3RQRVdpVzI2ci9YSlFHK1A5bG8vakJFSXplZ2ZkSjJqeTZZPSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJWMi91NFRqQ3RQRVdpVzI2ci9YSlFBPT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.community.naeyc.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImFiOTU1YmRjLTNjZGYtNDExZS1iNTAyLTU1MTlmOWNlN2YzOSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiNmJzbThBMXpmTzlSWWx1MnUxS0F5QT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IklYVzhBYUFUNWlMNnYxaUJzTFhhS2xXMHBiT2dpdEhzRTJFRWd2QWYvZHBzWkJVL2h2OVBVTjZnVFl4d0hiWHRteTNCS3g0T09DVDF4UlVMOWdoL20rbTdKdkFOYzN6dlVXSmJ0cnRTZ01nPSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJteTNCS3g0T09DVDF4UlVMOWdoL213PT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.community.naeyc.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjZlMDdhNzIxLTRiZTYtNDRiNS1iNWI0LWZkN2Q3YWIyOTkwNCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiU3pKRXo4KzRhTWFJYmIrVnZreitYQT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IlNLdlB4VG1SQU5aNG1JRFpGY1FMSHNlOXpBUmwrWHZNRFNNelNiaDlMQVNSWEE3SVdiNTBubHViMnA1T1F0aDBxVm5nODJTekVidDZQRWZ1cWVRUUxVc3lSTS9QdUdqR2lHMi9sYjVNL2x3PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJxVm5nODJTekVidDZQRWZ1cWVRUUxRPT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.community.naeyc.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjAxZDA0Y2M1LWRjYWYtNGY2NC04YjgzLTU5MDI4M2I4Mzk3MSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoieVhyVkYyVzV2Y1AyUG9NQTAxWG92QT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6ImFFVmxITkJMbi9YRDlMWklnN3ptWkxHWTJoelVFK3JldmpZbERXSkswMUVvbE1ZMkZtTUYwdUNRZThZYUFjM256THYwVlVjVUVyR1NkSm5PNjNpRUdzbDYxUmRsdWIzRDlqNkRBTk5WNkx3PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJ6THYwVlVjVUVyR1NkSm5PNjNpRUdnPT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.community.naeyc.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjdlMDkzODc2LTZkYmUtNGUxYS04NzA5LTFhNTllZDRkODhkNSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiVVdEekdhMHM4QkNQZXFsUkx4TEV1dz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6Ikh5TUlrNEFZOWNDVUVFQy8xdmRQVDk5L1ZQMEFkZnBYWEdjTDUvdkNDdnNtVkkyRE1xZC8xaDYrWFVnRmhqT2t3ZGhhM0dYMUhpZndSSzA2RHh1Mk0xRmc4eG10TFBBUWozcXBVUzhTeExzPSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJ3ZGhhM0dYMUhpZndSSzA2RHh1Mk13PT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.community.naeyc.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImU2MWI1ZTc2LTZlZTgtNDQ3My04YWEzLTZmM2MwYWYxM2Q4YiIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoibkhRUFFNYmJHR3IzeW50T3VFTDFUZz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IkhEWTVHM21PbmJOUTdJeXNVMjhFTTFaN01iOHNNdUxKNmx6ZnBoRHRHa3lydnVwVFBFUVJjRWpmdXNBZWRNQjJmN2pvMy9TWUQ2OU0zdzB1L05lYkFaeDBEMERHMnhocTk4cDdUcmhDOVU0PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJmN2pvMy9TWUQ2OU0zdzB1L05lYkFRPT0ifQ%3D%3D

ourselves accountable to our stated values. To share your feedback with us,
please follow the link to complete our survey.

Complete the Survey

2 O

Resources For Families Get Connected!
You can find great articles and resources Connect with us on social media, and
for families on our website. Check it out! NAEYC membarél_cf&Share ideas on

Follow us on Social Media!
#naeyc
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